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CPA Activities

The Canadian Scene

New Speaker – Northwest Territories 

Jackson Lafferty was elected Speaker of the 
Northwest Territories’ Assembly on December 14, 
2015. Lafferty, who was the sole nominee for the 
position, replaces Jackie Jacobson.

The Monfwi MLA was first elected to the Assembly 
in a 2005 by-election and re-elected in 2007 and 2011. 
He was acclaimed in the 2015 election.

Born in Behchoko, Lafferty attended school in 
Yellowknife before studying business and community 
development at Red Deer College and the University 
of Lethbridge. Prior to seeking office, he worked as 
superintendent of participation agreements for Diavik 
Diamond Mines Inc., as community development and 
empowerment coordinator for the Government of the 
Northwest Territories and as administrator for the 
Rae-Edzo School Society and assistant manager for the 
Rae-Edzo Dene Band Development Corporation.

Within the Assembly he has served as deputy premier, 
Minister of Education, Culture and Employment and 
the Minister Responsible for the Workers Safety and 
Compensation Committee. An advocate of the role of 
language, culture and heritage revitalization for the 
North, Lafferty was instrumental in implementing the 
Francophone Affairs Secretariat and the Aboriginal 
Languages Secretariat.

New Speaker – Newfoundland and Labrador      

Members elected to the House of Assembly in the 
general election held on November 30, 2015, were 
sworn in on the morning of December 18, 2015. 
Lieutenant Governor Frank Fagan, summoned the 
Members in the afternoon to elect a new Speaker as 
their first order of business. 

Two Members submitted their names for 
consideration: Tom Osborne, Waterford Valley, and 
Scott Reid, St. George’s – Humber. The Standing 
Orders had been amended in 1999 to allow for a secret 
ballot election of the Speaker; however, this was the 
first ever contested election. After ballots were cast, 
Osborne was elected Speaker of the 48th General 
Assembly.

A native of St. John’s, Osborne attended Cabot 
College and Memorial University of Newfoundland. 
Prior to entering politics he worked for Statistics 
Canada, Small Business Enterprise, and with the 
Penney Group of Companies.

He has represented his district of Waterford Valley 
(formerly St. John’s South) since 1996, making him the 
longest serving Member in the legislature. Speaker 
Osborne served as Deputy Speaker from 2007-2011.  
He has also held several cabinet positions, including 
Minister of Environment, Minister of Labour, Minister 
of Health, and Minister of Justice. 

Jackson Lafferty Tom Osborne



40  CANADIAN PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW/SPRING 2016  

Regional Executive Committee, CPA*
president
Linda Reid, British Columbia

first vice-president
Tom Osborne, Newfoundland and Labrador

second vice-president
Yasmin Ratansi, Federal Branch

past president
Chris Collins, New Brunswick

regional representatives
Alexandra Mendes , Federal Branch
David Laxton, Yukon
Tom Osborne, Newfoundland and Labrador

chair of the cwp, canadian section
(Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians) 
Linda Reid, British Columbia

executive secretary-treasurer
Blair Armitage

Members of the Regional Council*
 house of commons

Geoff Regan, Speaker
Audrey O’Brien, Clerk

alberta
Robert Wanner, Speaker

Vacant, Secretary

british columbia
Linda Reid, Speaker

Craig James, Secretary

canadian federal branch
Yasmin Ratansi, Chair

Elizabeth Kingston, Secretary

manitoba
Daryl Reid, Speaker

Patricia Chaychuk, Secretary

new brunswick
Chris Collins, Speaker

Donald Forestell, Secretary

newfoundland and labrador
Tom Osborne, Speaker

Sandra Barnes, Secretary

nunavut
George Qulaut, Speaker
John Quirke, Secretary

senate
George Furey, Speaker
Charles Robert, Clerk

nova scotia
Kevin Murphy, Speaker
 Neil Ferguson, Secretary

ontario
Dave Levac, Speaker
Deborah Deller, Secretary

prince edward island
Francis Watts, Speaker
Charles MacKay, Secretary

québec
Jacques Chagnon, Speaker
Émilie Bevan, Secretary

saskatchewan
Dan D’Autremont, Speaker
Gregory Putz, Secretary

northwest territories
Jackson Lafferty, Speaker
Tim Mercer, Secretary

yukon
 David Laxton, Speaker

Floyd McCormick, Secretary

*As of March 31, 2016
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Canadian Region 

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

Alberta 
Office of the Clerk  

3rd Floor, 9820-107 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 1E7  

780 427-2478 (tel) 
780 427-5688 (fax) 

 

British Columbia 
Office of the Clerk 

Parliament Buildings 
Room 221 

Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4 
250 387-3785 (tel) 
250 387-0942 (fax) 

ClerkHouse@leg.bc.ca 

Federal Branch 
Executive Secretary 

131 Queen Street, 5th Floor 
House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 
613 993-0330 (tel) 
613 995-0212 (fax) 

cpa@parl.gc.ca 

Manitoba 
Office of the Clerk 

Legislative Building 
Room 237 

Winnipeg, MB  R3C 0V8 
204 945-3636 (tel) 
204 948-2507 (fax) 

patricia.chaychuk@leg.gov.mb.ca 

New Brunswick 
Office of the Clerk 

Legislative Building 
P.O. Box 6000 

Fredericton, NB  E3B 5H1 
506 453-2506 (tel) 
506 453-7154 (fax) 

don.forestell@gnb.ca

Newfoundland & Labrador 
Office of the Clerk 

Confederation Building 
P.O. Box 8700 

St John’s, NL  A1B 4J6 
709 729-3405 (tel) 
707 729-4820 (fax) 
sbarnes@gov.nl.ca

Northwest Territories 
Office of the Clerk 

P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2L9 

867 669-2299 (tel) 
867 873-0432 (fax) 

tim_mercer@gov.nt.ca 

Nova Scotia 
Office of the Clerk 

Province House 
P.O. Box 1617 

Halifax, NS  B3J 2Y3 
902 424-5707 (tel) 
902 424-0526 (fax) 

fergusnr@gov.ns.ca 

 
Nunavut 

Office of the Clerk 
Legislative Assembly of Nunavut 

P.O. Box 1200 
Iqaluit, NU  X0A 0H0 

867 975-5100 (tel) 
867 975-5190 (fax) 

Ontario 
Office of the Clerk 

Room 104, 
Legislative Bldg. 

Toronto, ON  M7A 1A2 
416 325-7341 (tel) 
416 325-7344 (fax) 

clerks-office@ontla.ola.org 

Prince Edward Island 
Office of the Clerk 

Province House 
P.O. Box 2000 

Charlottetown, PE  C1A 7N8 
902 368-5970 (tel) 
902 368-5175 (fax) 

chmackay@assembly.pe.ca 

Québec 
Direction des relations inter- 

parlementaires 
Assemblée nationale 

Québec, QC  G1A 1A3 
418 643-7391 (tel) 
418 643-1865 (fax) 

EBevan@assnat.qc.ca 

Saskatchewan 
Office of the Clerk 

Legislative Building 
Room 239 

Regina, SK  S4S 0B3 
306 787-2377 (tel) 
306 787-0408 (fax) 

cpa@legassembly.sk.ca 

Yukon 
Office of the Clerk 

Legislative Building 
P.O. Box 2703 

Whitehorse, YT  Y1A 2C6 
867 667-5494 (tel) 
867 393-6280 (fax) 
clerk@gov.yk.ca


