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/”mas noéMace Becausé nopody
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\\m\/ Alberta S

off guard /]ust

a5 suggested that a. s1tt1nga. could be held
without | jt;
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Watson Bro\thers \hrred \Rufu !E
Butterworth to create Alberta’ s first
Mace, wh1ch he made ent1rely
from scrap in only a few weeks’
t1me Its shaft was plumblng
plpe and it is rumoured
to have been mounted
on a toilet tank float.
Ornamental decorations
around the orb were
made from old shaving
mug handles, bits
of an old bedstead
and other scraps of
wood. A piece of

red velvet and

a coat of gold
paint provided

finishing
touches.

Continued
on page 3

Alexander
Liberal government ordered (the rush
constructlon/ of one fro\m Watson
/ fBrothers ]ewelry of Calgary./ }/\‘
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ﬁrst Legllsl’atu//re was caught'
before 1ts’ ﬁrs‘t 51tt1}1g there
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Alberta’s new Mace was created in 1956.
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79, 1956, when the
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Contlnued fré/m inside cover: \

"R markably, the\um Keshift
Ma/ce was used for 50 \yea)rs It
was ﬁnally replaced on/ ’ /ebruary
p’rov1nc1a1

employees \ 1)1n10n// //p‘re[sl/ented

a new Mace to the Leglslatlve

Assembly in honour \of Alberta S

)\\\ 2 Jj

sterllng sﬂver overlald w1th\gold
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50th annlversary Nevertheless,,

\
Mace came\ out of

the ﬁrsy

retlrement to be carriediinto the

Chamber®on -one day/ Marchfg

\ 15,/ 2006,
ann1versary of the Ass\\eetnbly S
first sittin \

& /M
Designed by Lawrende B. B1a1n
of Edmonton and bu11t by the
silversmithing ~ firm~ |Joseph
Fray Limited in Birmingham,
England, the Mace is about
three feet in length and contains
200 ounces, or 5,669 grams, of

to mark thle leOth

)
A fi f a beavef m

gure of a beaver mounted on’’
the trad1t10nal cr‘oft/fvh/ a)dogn} the”
top of the Mace. \Both the royal
‘and the Cana’dlan\(coats of»/arms

are dlsplayed on the orb. Sh/eaves

of wheat, representlng.Alberta s \

pra1r1es/ and wild roses, the floral

emblem of Alberta are engraved (

alterna/tely on’the crown The
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headb]and of the Ccrown features,.

seven gems and ‘semiprecious
stones, the names of Wthh spell
the word “Alberta”: amethyst
lazurite, bloodstone elherald
ruby, topaz and agate. Two blson
heads are positioned just ‘below
theorboftheMace,whichfeatures
the coat of arms of Alberta, and
the shaft is decorated with wild
roses and capped with a sheaf of
wheat.

Submitted by Rhonda Sorensen,
Legislative Assembly of Alberta
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Alberta’s original Mace was made entirely from scrap materials.

CANADIAN PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW/SPRING 2016 3



