CPA Activities: The
Canadian Scene

Thirty-sixth Regional Confer-
ence, Regina

Approxi.mately sixty-five parlia-
mentarians from across Can-
ada, representing a cross section of
political parties gathered in Regina
from July 12-18 for the 36th Cana-
dian Regional Conference of the
Commonwealth parliamentary As-
sociation. The host of the Confer-
ence was Speaker Glenn Hagel of
Saskatchewan. A number of other
provincial and territorial Speakers
were also in attendance including
Ken Kowalski (Alberta), Lloyd
Snow (Newfoundland), Sam Gar-
gan (Northwest Territories), Wayne
Gaudet (Nova Scotia) and Robert
Bruce (Yukon).

Also in attendance was Eric Pick-
les from the British House of Com-
mons, Emily Saunders, a Member
of the Legislative Council of the
Turks & CaicosIslands and Andrew
Imlach representing the CPA Secre-
tartiat in London. The Conference
took place in the Legislative Assem-
bly Chamber where it was officially
opened by Saskatchewan Premier
Roy Romanow.

Saskatchewan is known for its in-
novative spirit both in public policy
and parliamentary government.
This spirit was very much present in
the organization of the Conference
as well. For the first time proceed-
ings were televised live across the
province on the provincial cable net-
work. They were also rebroadcast
nationally in both English and
French on CPAC.

Another precedent was a profes-
sional development workshop led
by Lee Morrison on "Political Per-
sonalities: Is there a quintessential
temperament?” Delegates were
asked to fill in a Myers-Briggs ques-
tionnaire designed to help them dis-
cover and use their strengths,
improve communication and un-
derstand others.

The first topic for the business ses-
sion, chaired by Richie Hubbard
(Nova Scotia) was “Women Parlia-
mentarians: Is there a Pathto a Gen-
der-balanced Parliament?” The
lead Speaker was Jane
Groenewegen, (NWT). She said the
key to attracting more women into
politics was to make political life
more compatible with family life.

Another session, chaired by
Speaker Snow, dealt with “Increas-
ing Public Respect for the Parlia-
mentary Institution: Is it time for
more outreach?” The panellists
were Speaker Hagel, and LeRoy
Johnson, (Alberta). Speaker Hagel
outlined the ambitious outreach
programme undertaken by his
province (See Canadian Parliamen-
tary Review vol. 20 No. 2 Summer
1997 pp. 2-3). Other members dis-
cussed what was being done in their
jurisdictions.

Russell MacNeil, (Nova Scotia)
chaired a session on “Devolution of
Programme Responsibilities: Com-
munity Empowerment or Fiscal
Downloading?” The Speakers were
Russell Williams (Quebec) and
Doug Livingston, (Yukon). It en-
gendered a lively discussion be-

tween advocates of a strong central
government and those in favour of
more powers for provincial govern-
ments.

A session on “The Changing Face
of the Grain Industry” was chaired
by Dan D’Autremont, (Saskatche-
wan). It featured presentations by
Albert Klapstein, (Alberta) and
Senator Nick Taylor. The discus-
sion centred around arguments for
and against the use of marketing
boards and particularly the Sas-
katchewan Wheat Pool.

Pat Duncan (Yukon) chaired the
session on the “Role of the Caucus
in the Canadian parliamentary sys-
tem”. The panellists were Ray
White (Nova Scotia) and Violet
Stanger, (Saskatchewan). There was
no single model for caucus but
many ways were suggested to in-
volve members in the legislative
process.

Yves Blais, (Quebec) chaired a
session on “Delegated Legisla-
tion/Regulations: The weak link of
Parliamentary Accountability?”
Different aspects of this topic were
presented by Elizabeth Weir (New
Brunswick) and Sue Olsen (Al-
berta). Articles based on their pres-
entations appear in this issue of the
Canadian Parliamentary Review.

A session entitled “Negotiations
on Self-government Arrangements
with First Nations” was chaired by
Dave Boushy (Ontario) and in-
cluded presentations by Roy Eras-
mus, (Northwest Territories) and
Eber Hampton (President of the

46 CANADIAN PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW/AUTUMN 1997



Saskatchewan Indian Federated
College).

There was a First Nation’s theme
running throughout the Confer-
ence. For example, at the opening
ceremony Elder Donald Bigknife
of the Piapot Reserve offered a
Prayer for the Conference. During a
visit to Craven in the Qu’Appelle
Valley delegates were treated to an
evening of First Nations Cultural
Performances directed by Boye
Ladd of the Hochunk Nation. Itin-
cluding a spectacular Hoop Dance
by Preston Pashe of the Dakota Tipi
Reserve. Other Dancers repre-
sented the Cree, Otoe/Pawnee, and
Hidatsa/Arikara Nations.

On the Sunday before the Confer-
ence there was an Ecumenical Abo-
riginal Service led by Christine
Hodgson. It included prayers, read-
ings and a “Water Ceremony” Rep-
resentatives from each Canadian
jurisdiction had been asked to bring
small samples of their local water.
They were called forward one by
one to pour the water into a large
clear bowl. Samples of the com-
bined water were given to dele-
gates. The remainder was returned
to earth in a ceremony outside the
legislative building. The pitchers
used to pour the water were crafted
by former Saskatchewan MLA
Anita Bergman who requested that
each pourer accept the pitcher as a
souvenir of the ceremony.

The social programme included a
reception and dinner hosted by
J.E.N.Wiebe, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Saskatchewan. It was fol-
lowed by a command performance
of the historical play The Trial of
Louis Riel at the Saskatchewan Cen-
tre of the Arts. Delegates were also
treated to a trip to Moose Jaw for a
rare opportunity to witness a prac-
tice by the Canadian Forces Snow-
birds. This was followed by a visit to
the Western Development Museum
with its transportation collection.
There was an opportunity to tour a

The part of Louis Riel (centre) was played by Del Fraser of the Riel Co. He is flanked by five
Presiding Officers conscripted for jury duty during the play. They are: to Riel’s left Ken
Kowalski and Greg Deighan. To Riel’s right: Lloyd Snow, Wayne Gaudet and Glenn Hagel.

Saskatchewan Wheat Pool elevator
and visit a working farm in order to
obtain some insight into what is still
Saskatchewan’s largest and most
important industry.

The organizing committee,
headed by Speaker Hagel put to-
gether a memorable programme
that left all delegates with a favour-
able impression of Saskatchewan.

Canadian Regional Council

The Council met on July 12 to con-
duct the business of the Association.
Bob Speller, MP was elected to
serve on the international executive
committee replacing Senator Wil-
liam Petten whose three-year term
had expired. The other two regional
representatives are Speaker Ken
Kowalski of Alberta and Speaker
Lloyd Snow of Newfoundland.
The 1998 Regional Conference
will be held in Ontario and the fol-
lowing year in Quebec. The Re-
gional Seminar will be in Alberta in
1998 and Newfoundland in 1999.
The Presiding Officers Conference
will be in British Columbia in Janu-

ary 1998 and in Ottawa the follow-
ing year.

Quebec Hosts Parliamentary Con-
ference of the Americas

An important event in the field of
parliamentary relations took take
place from 18 to 22 of September
1997, when the National Assembly
of Quebec hosted the Parliamentary
Conference of the Americas, a meet-
ing which brought together for the
first time in the history of our conti-
nent parliamentarians of the two
hundred unitary, federal and feder-
ate States of the Americas. (See arti-
cle in Summer 1997 issue of
Canadian Parliamentary Review) Par-
ticipants discussed the issues and
impacts of economic integration on
the 775,000,000 inhabitants of our
hemisphere.

The debates were held in four lan-
guages: French, English, Spanish
and Portuguese. Speakers dis-
cussed various matters relating to
the theme “Towards the Americas
of the Year 2005: Democracy, Devel-
opment and Prosperity”.
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